
 

The Houston Independent School District 
 

Title 1, Plan A:  PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT POLICY FOR  
Michael E . DeBakey High School for Health Professions, 2007-2008 

 
 
Purpose:  Educational literature indicates that students have greater success in their 
academic pursuits when their parents or guardians are actively involved in the educational 
process.  Due to this fact, DeBakey High School for Health Professions (DHSHP) has 
involved parents in the development of our Title 1, Part A policy and the School-Parent 
Compact.  This document was designed to assist parents in helping their children achieve 
in an academic setting and to ensure parents with limited English profi ciency or 
disabilities can actively participate in their childÕs education.  The policy was developed 
through the assistance and approval of Title 1, part A parents, as well as members of the 
Shared Decision Making Committee: Agnes Bell, Sheryl Ford, Charlesetta Deason, Larry 
Stoessel, Dr. Sarah Loeb, Karen Robinson, Jane Rosenberg, Mary Hayes,  student council  
president, Bernice Shargey, William Thomson, Gwen Taylor and Padira Reddy. 
 
Policy Involvement:  During the annual September Open House, DHSHP invites all 
parents of our students to participate in the Title I, Part A program through a series of 
informational meetings.  Meetings are held throughout the year, and parents have multiple 
opportunities to attend.  Initially, we host an orientation meeting where we discuss the 
purpose and implementation of our Title 1 program.   At support meetings, we discuss Title 
I law, its requirements, the rights and benefits of parents and their children.  We guide 
parents in becoming involved in the planning, review, and improvement of Title I program. 
  
Program Involvement:  At the Title 1, Plan A, orientation meeting and continuing 
throughout the year, parents are given timely information about our Title I program, 
including language arts, science, math, social science, foreign language, tutoring and 
counseling.  We explain DeBakeyÕs curriculum, our expectations for students, and share 
how student performance will be measured.  Assessment data for individual students and 
the school as a whole are shared on state-mandated tests such as: the TAKS, Stanford 10 
and SAT/ACT.  We host Shared Decision Making Committee meetings, Parent Forums 
and PTA meetings to allow for parent input.  Parents make suggestions and share their 
experiences with others and participate in decision making concerning offered services and 
program policy.   
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If the school-wide Title 1 program is deemed unsatisfactory to the parents, parent 
recommendations are considered to improve the program.  Subsequently, the school 
submits parentsÕ recommendations to the District and revises the plan as advised by the 
District, campus committee, and/or other designees as determined by the Director of 
External Funding in the Houston Independent School District. 
 
School-Parent Compact:  The School-Parent Compact was developed jointly with parents 
of participating Title I students and explains how parents, school staff, and the student will 
all share responsibility for each studentÕs academic success.  Our compact is attached.  The 
law requires that each campus compact be developed with parental input. 
 
Building Capacity for Involvement:  It is part of DeBakey High School for Health 
Professions role to teach parents how to help their children learn.  One way to accomplish 
this is by explaining educational law.  Parents are given information about the National 
Education Goals, Title I requirements and the State of Texas content and performance 
education standards, i.e., the Texas Educational Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) examination. 
 
Parent Training and Involvement:  Presentations are conducted to help parents assess 
their childÕs performance, parents learn to work with educators to help their children, and 
they learn how to become involved in decision-making concerning their childÕs education.  
Educational materials and training are provided to help parents guide their children through 
grade-specifi c Parent Forums, PTA Meetings, and through the distribution of Test Masters 
and other educational resource materials.   
 
Training is provided to teachers and support staff.  The school staff is taught: the 
importance of involving parents in the educational process, to encourage parents to serve 
as educational partners, to establish programs for parents, and to build ties between the 
home and school.  When possible, parents are involved in the development of this training.   
 
Our school strives to coordinate parental involvement activities among the different 
programs available on our campus.  Shared parental involvement activities are sponsored 
by Title I and the development of school-business partnerships support continued parent 
involvement.  Community-based organizations and businesses are given information 
concerning opportunities to work with parents.   
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Accessibility:  Participation and involvement of all parents is vital.  Information related to 
student achievement, school performance, school and parent programs, meetings and 
additional opportunities for participation are sent home in the home language, whenever 
possible.  Numerous standard forms and information items have been translated into 
Spanish these include: the Title 1 policy, the School-Parent compact, announcements, 
newsletters, report and progress report information, school profi les and student test results, 
to name a few.   
 
To assist our parents whose home language is other than English or Spanish, DeBakey 
utilizes our school faculty to assist with translation, when necessary.  To ensure the 
participation of parents with disabilities, DeBakey HSHP provides handicapped access to 
our facility.   
 
Interpreters for the deaf and other adaptations are provided, as needed. 
 
Date Issued:      
 
Date Updated         
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MICHAEL E. DeBAKEY HIGH SCHOOL FOR HEALTH PROFESSIONS 
SCHOOL-PARENT COMPACT 2007-2008 

 
 
 
The purpose of the parent-school compact is to communicate the desired partnership between the home 
and school to ensure that every student attains high standards and gains a quality education. 
 
THE PARENTS’ RESPONSIBILITY- I will:           
• Support my son/daughter, as an involved parent by ensuring that they attend school daily and 
arrive to school on time. 
• Encourage my son/daughter to participate in a least one club and/or extracurricular activity. 
• Seek information regarding my sonÕs/daughterÕs progress by conferring with teachers, principals 
and other school district personnel. 
• Attend district-wide parent conferences and visit my sonÕs/daughterÕs classrooms to discuss and 
participate in their education. 
• Participate in parent groups/activities to contribute to the decision-making process within the 
Houston Independent School District. 
• Communicate positive information regarding teachers, principals, and other campus personnel 
when discussing school with my son/daughter. 
• Encourage my son/daughter to follow the rules and regulations of the school. 
• Encourage my son/daughter to dress according to the districtÕs dress code. 
 
THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY- I will:       
• Work hard to do my best in class, complete my homework and achieve my personal educational 
goals. 
• Discuss with my parents what I am learning in school. 
• Have a positive attitude towards self, others, school, and learning. 
• Respect the cultural differences of other students, their families, and staff. 
• Work to resolve conflicts in positive, nonviolent ways 
• Respect all administrators, teachers and staff at DeBakey HSHP, whether or not they are my 
teachers. 
 
THE SCHOOL’S RESPONSIBILITY-  DeBakey High School for Health Professions will:  
• Solicit parent and community input (through meetings, interviews, questionnaires, surveys, etc.) 
regarding the education of the students it serves. 
• Offer flexible scheduling of parent meetings, training sessions, assemblies and school 
functions to maximize parent participation. 
• Provide translations of written notifications and interpreters at parent conferences, parent 
meetings, and training sessions, as needed. 
• Give assignments at least once per week.  Assignments will be an extension of what is learned 
in the classroom and not merely Òbusy workÓ or untaught concepts that may cause parents and students 
undue stress at home. 
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• Notify parents of school events in a timely, efficient manner. 
• Provide training sessions/workshops on diverse topics and issues for parents and community 
members. 
• Use our facilities to foster the growth and advancement of the community by being offered for 
parent training workshops, computer classes, etc., after the regular school day. 
• Convey instructional initiatives to parents at school-wide parent conferences. 
• Host f ive specific grade level parent forums per year. 
• Inform parents of their childÕs achievement level. 
• Encourage parents to become part of the Volunteers in Public Schools (VIPS) program. 
 
 
Student          Parent       
 
Principal         
 
A Compact for Learning: Provided by Dr. Charlesetta Deason, Principal  
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Michael E DeBakey High School for Health Professions 
 

TITLE I NOTIFICATION 
 
The Michael E DeBakey High School for Health Professions (DHSHP) has a 
school-wide Title I program.  Title I is a federal funded program with the intent to 
improve the academic achievement of students who are economically 
disadvantaged.  The purpose of Title I, Part A is to ensure that all children have a 
fair, equal, and significant opportunity to obtain a high-quality education based on 
the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and reach, at a minimum, 
proficiency on the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS). 
 
Under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Title I funds enable the DHSHP to 
employ and train highly qualified teachers and paraprofessionals; purchase 
instructional materials and classroom computers; and sponsor parental 
involvement activities.  To increase student academic achievement, Title I funds 
supplement the following programs offered at DHSHP: 
 
• Title 1, Part A, After School tutorials 
• Title 1, Part A, Extended Year Summer School 
• Field Lessons 
 
If you have further questions or comments, please contact the Title I Coordinator, 
Bernice A Shargey at (713) 741-8923 during school hours, by e-mail at 
bshargey@houstonisd.org or please stop by Room 130. 
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Michael E DeBakey High School for Health Professions 
 

EXPLANATION OF CURRICULUM 
 

The State Board of Education adopted the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
as the curriculum for ALL Texas’ schools.  These learning standards will help 
ensure that all students can meet the challenges that they will face in the 21st 
Century.   
 
• Each student must become a more effective reader. 
• Each student will have to know and apply more complex mathematics. 
• Each student needs to develop a stronger understanding of science 
concepts, especially in biology, chemistry, and physics. 
• Each student must master social studies skills and content necessary to be 
a responsible adult citizen. 
• Each student must master a wider range of technology. 
 
The Texas Essential knowledge and Skills (TEKS) identify what Texas students 
should know and be able to do at every grade level and in every course in the 
foundation and enrichment areas as they move successfully through Texas’ public 
schools.   
 
The Houston Independent School District is dedicated to “Every Student, Every 
Day” having a plan that will challenge and address the needs of ALL students to 
meet the high academic standards as outlined in the TEKS.  The HISD curriculum, 
CLEAR is an instructional planning tool for teachers.  It clarifies what is to be 
taught and assessed.  CLEAR includes all of the TEKS requirements and it 
provides clearly defined objectives so “Every Student Every Day” has consistent 
access to a world-class curriculum to help ALL students in the District succeed. 
 
At the Michael E DeBakey High School  for Health Professions (DHSHP) we 
believe in a challenging curriculum and therefore, have chosen to integrate pre-
college curricular framework with TEKS and CLEAR in a comprehensive, inquiry-
based approach to teaching and learning.  The DHSHP pre-college curriculum 
combines the best research and practices from a wide range of international 
schools to create a relevant and engaging educational program.  Please refer to 
the Student Time tracker that was given at Open House for a complete description 
of the DHSHP’s curriculum.   
 
If you have further questions or comments, please contact the Title I Coordinator, 
Bernice A Shargey at 713-741-8923 during school hours, by e-mail at 
bshargey@houstonisd.org. 
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Michael E DeBakey High School for Health Professions 
 

LA ESCUELA DeBakey 
 

EXPLICACIî N DEL CURRêCULO 
 

La Mesa Directiva Estatal de Educación (State Board of Education) ha adoptado a los 
Conocimientos y Aptitudes Esenciales de Texas (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills - 
TEKS) como el currículo para todas las escuelas del Estado. Estas normas de aprendizaje 
ayudarán a todos los alumnos a superar los retos que se presenten en el futuro. 
 
• Cada estudiante debe convertirse en un lector más eficaz.  
• Cada estudiante deberá conocer y ser capaz de aplicar conceptos matemáticos 
complejos.  
• Cada estudiante debe desarrollar un conocimiento básico sobre los conceptos de 
Ciencias Naturales, especialmente Biología, Química y Física.  
• Cada estudiante debe desarrollar aptitudes y conocimientos de Ciencias Sociales 
necesarios para convertirse en un ciudadano responsable.  
• Cada estudiante debe contar con la capacidad de dominar un más amplio rango 
tecnológico. 
 
El currículo TEKS identifica lo que deben aprender y qué capacidad deben tener los 
estudiantes de Texas en cada grado y cada curso, ya sea en las clases básicas y las de 
enriquecimiento académico para tener éxito en las escuelas públicas de Texas.   
 
El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Houston está dedicado  a cumplir con el lema “Cada 
alumno, cada día” mediante un programa que ayudará a TODOS los niños a cumplir las 
normas más exigentes delineadas en el currículo TEKS.  El currículo de HISD, llamado 
Project CLEAR, es un plan de instrucción para los docentes que clarifica lo que se debe 
enseñar y evaluar. CLEAR incluye todos los requisitos de TEKS y brinda objetivos 
claramente definidos para que “Cada alumno, cada día” tenga acceso constante a este 
excelente currículo. 
 
En la Escuela DeBakey, creemos que es necesario contar con un currículo exigente; por lo 
tanto, hemos decidido integrar los currículos Scholars y Knowledge, para estudiantes 
superdotados y talentosos con los currículos TEKS y CLEAR. De esta manera se brinda 
un sistema integral para la enseñanza y el aprendizaje de nuestros estudiantes del 
programa del vecindario para superdotados y talentosos (Neighborhood G/T students).  
  
Si tienen alguna otra pregunta o comentario, contacten a la Coordinadora de Título I, 
Bernice A Shargey al 713-741-8923 durante el horario escolar, envíenle un correo 
electrónico a o bshargey@houstonisd.org. 
 
 
 
 
 

50



 

Michael E DeBakey High School for Health Professions 
 

EXPLANATION OF ASSESSMENTS 
 
Stanford Ð The Stanford is a norm-referenced achievement battery.  It measures 
students’ school achievement in reading, language arts, mathematics, science, 
and social science.  Stanford assesses skills based on the second-half of a given 
school year and into the first-half of the next school year.   
 
Aprenda Ð Aprenda is a norm-referenced achievement battery for students 
whose primary language of instruction is Spanish.  It measures students’ school 
achievement in reading, language arts, mathematics, science, and social science.   
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Ski lls (TAKS) ─ As mandated by the 
76th Texas Legislature in 1999, the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills 
(TAKS™) was administered beginning in the 2002-2003 school year. The 
TAKS™ measures the statewide curriculum (TEKS) in reading at Grades 3-9; in 
writing at Grades 4 and 7; in English Language Arts at Grades 10 and 11; in 
mathematics at Grades 3-11; in science at Grades 5,10, and 11; and social 
studies at Grades 8, 10, and 11. The Spanish TAKS™ is administered at Grades 
3 through 6. Sati sfactory performance on the TAKSª  at Grade 11 is 
prerequisi te to obtain a high school diploma. 
 
Reading Profi ci ency Tests in English (RPTE) ─ These tests are designed to 
measure annual growth in the English reading proficiency of second language 
learners, and are used along with English and Spanish TAKS™ to provide a 
comprehensive assessment system for limited English proficient (LEP) students. 
LEP students in Grades 3-12 are required to take the RPTE until they achieve a 
rating of advanced.  
 
State-Developed Alter nati ve Assessment (SDAA) ─ This assessment is for 
students in special education, Grades 3-8 who are receiving instruction in the 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) but for whom TAKS™ is an 
inappropriate measure of their academic progress. This test assesses the areas of 
reading, writing, and mathematics. Students will be assessed at their appropriate 
instructional levels, as determined by their admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) 
committees, rather than at their assigned grade level. The SDAA is administered 
on the same schedule as TAKS™ and will be designed to measure annual growth 
based on appropriate expectations for each student as decided by the student’s 
ARD committee.  
 
The alternative assessment will be designed in such a way as to bridge into 
TAKS™. It became a part of the school accountability system in the 2002-2003 
school year.  
To find out more about study guides and released tests that the public may view 
go to the Texas Education Agency website at 
www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment. 
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High Frequency Word Test  – This is a district-wide test administered in grades 1-
2. This test measures the student’s ability to read identified words from a list as 
well as in sentences.   
 
The High Frequency Words have been selected from the Most Frequent Words in 
Books for Beginning Readers and the Dolch Word List.  The student is responsible 
for all the words listed.  Performance on the High Frequency Word Evaluation is a 
measure for promotion in 1st and 2nd grades.  
 
Campus Report Card 
By law, schools must provide a Campus Report Card each year to parents. Each 
report card contains the following information: 
• academic excellence indicators (AEIS, including TAKS results and dropout 
rates), 
• student/teacher ratios, 
• administrative and instructional costs per student, 
• disaggregated data on student academic achievement, 
• the school’s performance. 
 
Teacher Assessments 
Students will be assessed one a six week basis thru tests, quizzes, graded work 
and/or projects.  Progress reports are issued after the first three weeks of each six-
week cycle.  All students at risk of failure must be issued a progress report as 
notification.  Student report cards are issued at the end of each six week cycle.  
See the HISD School calendar for specific dates. There are three cycles in the Fall 
semester and three report cards issued in Spring semester. 
 
If you have further questions or comments, please contact me at 713-741-8923 or 
by e-mail at bshargey@houstonisd.org or you can schedule a before or after 
school conference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

52



 

Michael E DeBakey High School for Health Professions 
 

 
EXPLICACIî N DE LAS EVALUACIONES 

 
StanfordÐ La prueba Stanford es una evaluación normativa formada por una 
batería de pruebas usadas para medir los conocimientos de Lectura, Lenguaje, 
Matemáticas, Ciencias Naturales y Ciencias Sociales. La versión Stanford 10 se 
usa para medir las aptitudes basándose en lo que se espera que los alumnos 
hayan adquirido para la segunda mitad de un año escolar y la primera mitad del 
año siguiente.   
 
Aprenda- Aprenda es una evaluación normativa formada por una batería de 
pruebas para los alumnos cuya enseñanza es conducida principalmente en 
español. Se usa para determinar el rendimiento académico en Lectura, Lenguaje, 
Matemáticas, Ciencias Naturales y Ciencias Sociales.  
 
Evaluaci —n de Conocimientos y Apti tudes de Texas (Texas Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills- TAKS) – Según lo dispuesto por la LXXVI Asamblea 
Legislativa de Texas en 1999, esta prueba comenzó a administrarse en el año 
escolar 2002-2003. TAKS tiene por finalidad medir el logro de los objetivos del 
currículo de Conocimientos y Aptitudes Esenciales de Texas (Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills –TEKS). En los grados del tercero al noveno, la prueba se 
usa para evaluar los objetivos de Lectura. En cuarto y séptimo grados se evalúa 
la Redacción. En el décimo y onceavo grados se mide el aprendizaje del Inglés. 
De tercero a onceavo grado, se estudia cuánto han aprendido de Matemáticas, 
en quinto y onceavo grados se evalúan las Ciencias Naturales y en los grados 
octavo, décimo y onceavo se ven los resultados de la enseñanza de Ciencias 
Sociales. La versión en español de la evaluación TAKS se administra a los 
estudiantes de tercero a sexto grado. El alumno necesi ta obtener una 
cal ifi caci —n sati sfactoria en la pruebas TAKS del onceavo grado para poder 
graduarse de la escuela secundaria. 
 
Prueba de Competencia para la Lectura en InglŽs (Reading Proficiency Test 
in English - RPTE)– Esta prueba fue diseñada para medir el desarrollo anual de 
las competencias de lectura de los estudiantes en clases de inglés como segundo 
idioma. Esta evaluación se usa conjuntamente con las pruebas TAKS en inglés y 
español para proveer un sistema integral de evaluación para los alumnos con 
conocimientos limitados de inglés. Los estudiantes de tercero a doceavo grados 
deben tomar la prueba RPTE hasta que obtengan la clasificación de avanzados. 
 

Evaluaci —n Estatal  Alter nati va, (State-Developed Alternative Test - SDAA) Ð 
Esta prueba se administra a los estudiantes de tercero a octavo grado en 
educación especial que reciben instrucción según el Currículo de Conocimientos y 
Aptitudes Esenciales de Texas (TEKS) y para quienes las pruebas TAKS no son 
apropiadas para medir su rendimiento académico. Los exámenes incluyen 
Lectura, Escritura y Matemáticas. Los estudiantes son evaluados de acuerdo a su 



 

nivel de instrucción, según lo determine el Comité de Admisión, Retención y Retiro 
(ARD), en vez de simplemente asignarlos a las pruebas del grado que están 
cursando. El SDAA se administra durante el mismo calendario que el TAKS y fue 
diseñado para medir el crecimiento anual en base a expectativas apropiadas para 
cada estudiante, según lo decida el Comité ARD. 
 
Las evaluaciones alternativas fueron diseñadas como puente para llegar a la 
evaluación TAKS™. Estas evaluaciones fueron incorporadas al sistema de 
acatamiento de normas [estatales] en el año escolar 2002-2003.  
Para encontrar información sobre las guías de estudio y los antiguos exámenes a 
la disposición del público, visiten el sitio electrónico de la Agencia de Educación 
de Texas (Texas Education Agency) www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment. 
 
Prueba de palabras de uso m‡s frecuente, HFWE (High Frequency Word 
Test) Ð Esta es una prueba que se administra en todo el Distrito a los alumnos de 
primer y segundo grados. La evaluación se usa para determinar la habilidad del 
estudiante para leer un grupo de palabras seleccionadas de los libros de lectura 
para principiantes, Most Frequent Words in Books for Beginning Readers y Dolch 
Word List. Los alumnos tienen la responsabilidad de aprenderse todas las 
palabras en la lista. El rendimiento en esta prueba se usa como criterio de 
promoción para primer y segundo grados. 
 

Reporte de cal ifi caci ones para la escuela Ð Según lo prescribe la ley, las 
escuelas deben enviar cada año un reporte de calificaciones a los padres. Estos 
reportes deben contener la siguiente información: 
• “Sistema de Indicadores de Excelencia Académica”, (Academic 
Excellence Indicators System -AEIS), incluyendo los resultados de las pruebas 
TAKS y el porcentaje de deserción escolar. 
• El radio del número de estudiantes por maestro. 
• Los costos administrativos y de instrucción por alumno. 
• Datos desagregados sobre el rendimiento académico de los 
estudiantes. 
• Calificación del rendimiento de la escuela. 
 
Evaluaci ones preparadas por los maestr os Ð Por favor examen el calendario 
de el Houston ISD.  Si tienen alguna pregunta o comentario, les agradezco que 
me llamen al 713-741-8923 o pueden enviarme un correo electrónico a 
bshargey@houstonisd.org, o pueden pedir una cita para reunirse conmigo antes o 
después del horario de clases. 
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Parent Notification 
Compliance with No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 

P.L. 107-110, Section 1111(6)(A) 
 

To: All Parents 
From: Michael E. DeBakey High School for Health Professions 
Date: August 27, 2007 

Subject: NOTIFICATION TO PARENTS OF TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS 
 

As a parent of a student at Michael E. DeBakey High School for Health Professions (DHSHP), 
you have the right to know the professional qualifications of the classroom teachers who 
instruct your child, and Federal law requires the school district to provide you this information 
in a timely manner, if you request it.  Specifically, you have the right to request the following 
information about each of your childÕs teachers: 
 

• The teacher is certified in Texas for the grades and subjects he or she teaches. 
• The teacherÕs college major, whether the teacher has any advanced degrees, and 
the field of discipline of the certification or degree. 
• Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or provisional status because of 
special circumstances. 
• Whether paraprofessionals provide services to your child and, if so, their 
qualifications. 
 

If you would like to review any of this information, please contact Dean Shargey, 713-741-
2410. 

 

Notificación a los Padres 
Cumplimiento de la Ley Pública 107-110, Sección 1111(h)(6)(A) 

 

A: Todos los padres de familia 
De: Michael E. DeBakey High School for Health Professions 
Fecha: 27 de Agosto 2007 

Materia: NOTIFICACIÓN A LOS PADRES DE FAMILIA SOBRE CALIFICACIONES DE 
MAESTROS 
 

Como padre de un alumno en la escuela Michael E. DeBakey for Health Professions (DHSHP), 
Vd. tiene el derecho de conocer las calificaciones profesionales de los maestros que ense–an a 
su hijo, y la ley federal require que el distrito escolar le facilite esta informaci—n oportunamente 
si Vd. la pide.  Especificamente, Vd. Tiene el derecho de pedir la siquente informaci—n acerca 
de cada uno de los maestros de su hijo: 
 

• Si el maestro satisface las calificaciones y criterios de certificaci—n estatales para los 
grados y materias que ense–a. 
• Si el maestro est‡ ense–ando bajo condiciones provisionales o de emergencia 
debido a circunstancias especiales. 
• El campo de especialidad del bachillerato del maestro, si el maestro tiene algœn 
t’tulo de posgrado, y en tal caso, el campo de materia de dicho t’tulo o certificaci—n. 
• Si paraprofesionales ofrecen servicios a su hijo, y en tal caso, cu‡les son sus 
calificaciones. 
 

Si Ud. quiere recibir esta informaci—n, s’rvase comunicar con la senora Dean Shargey, al 
numero de telefono, 713-741-2410. 
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Ho usto n  Ind e p e nd e n t  Sc ho o l Dist ric tHo usto n  Ind e p e nd e n t  Sc ho o l Dist ric t   

Pro te c t io n  o f  Pup i l  Pro te c t io n  o f  Pup i l  Rig h ts A m e nd m e nt  (PPRA )  Rig h ts A m e nd m e nt  (PPRA )    

A n n ua l No t ic e  to  Pa re n tsA n n ua l No t ic e  to  Pa re n ts  
 
Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 
The Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA), 20 U.S.C. § 1232h, requires HISD 
(DeBakey HSHP) to notify you and obtain consent or allow you to opt your child out of 
participating in certain school activities.  These activities include a student survey, analysis, or 
evaluation that concerns one or more of the following eight areas (“protected information 
surveys”): 

 
1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or student’s parent; 
2. Mental or psychological problems of the student or student’s family; 
3. Sex behavior or attitudes; 
4. Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior; 
5. Critical appraisals of others with whom respondents have close family 

relationships; 
6. Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as with lawyers, doctors, or 

ministers; 
7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parents; or 
8. Income, other than as required by law to determine program eligibility. 

 

This requirement also applies to the collection, disclosure or use of student information for 
marketing purposes (“marketing surveys”), and certain physical exams and screenings. 
 

Notificación y formul ar io de consentimiento sobre la  enmiend aNotificación y formul ar io de consentimiento sobre la  enmiend a   

PPRA para no participar  en activid adePPRA para no participar  en activid ade s  especí ficass  especí ficas  
La enmienda para la protección del alumno, Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA), 20 
U.S.C. § 1232h, requiere que [DeBakey HSHP] le notifique y obtenga su consentimiento o le 
permita que su hijo no participe en ciertas actividades escolares. Estas actividades incluyen 
una encuesta, un análisis o una evaluación para los alumnos en referencia a uno o más de los 
siguientes ocho temas (“encuestas con información restringida”): 

 
1. Afiliaciones políticas o creencias del estudiante o sus padres; 
2. Problemas mentales o físicos del alumno o de su familia; 
3. Comportamiento o actitudes sexuales; 
4. Comportamiento ilegal, antisocial, incriminatorio o denigrante; 
5. Evaluaciones críticas de personas que tienen vínculos familiares con el 

interrogado; 
6. Relación con privilegios legales, como con abogados, doctores o autoridades 

religiosas; 
7. Práctica, afiliación o creencias religiosas del alumno o su familia; 
8. Ingresos, con excepción de cuando es requerido por la ley para determinar 

elegibilidad a ciertos programas. 

Este requisito se aplica también para recolectar, entregar o usar información del estudiante 
con propósito de estudios de mercado y ciertos exámenes físicos o evaluaciones médicas. 
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Ho usto n  Ind e p e nd e n t  Sc ho o l Dist ric tHo usto n  Ind e p e nd e n t  Sc ho o l Dist ric t   

Fa m ily  Ed uc a t io na l Rig h ts a nd  Priva c y  Fa m ily  Ed uc a t io na l Rig h ts a nd  Priva c y  A c t  ( FERPA )A c t  ( FERPA )   

A n n ua l No t i f ic a t io n  o f  Rig h ts fo r  Ele m e nta ry  a nd  Se c o nd a ry  Sc ho o lsA n n ua l No t i f ic a t io n  o f  Rig h ts fo r  Ele m e nta ry  a nd  Se c o nd a ry  Sc ho o ls  

  
Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and students over 18 
years of age ("eligible students") certain rights with respect to the student's education records. These 
rights are: 

1. The right to inspect and review the student's education records within 45 days of the day the 
School receives a request for access. Parents or eligible students should submit to the School 
principal [or appropriate school official]  a written request that identif ies the record(s) they 
wish to inspect. The School official will make arrangements for access and notify the parent or 
eligible student of the time and place where the records may be inspected. 

2. The right to request the amendment of the student's education records that the parent or 
eligible student believes are inaccurate or misleading. Parents or eligible students may ask the 
School to amend a record that they believe is inaccurate or misleading. They should write the 
School principal [or appropriate official], clearly identify the part of the record they want 
changed, and specify why it is inaccurate or misleading. If the School decides not to amend the 
record as requested by the parent or eligible student, the School will notify the parent or 
eligible student of the decision and advise them of their right to a hearing regarding the request 
for amendment. Additional information regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to 
the parent or eligible student when notified of the right to a hearing. 

3. The right to consent to disclosures of personally identif iable information contained in the 
student's education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without 
consent. One exception, which permits disclosure without consent, is disclosure to school 
officials with legitimate educational interests. A school official is a person employed by the 
School as an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff member (including health or 
medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel); a person serving on the School Board; a 
person or company with whom the School has contracted to perform a special task (such as an 
attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or therapist); or a parent or student serving on an off icial 
committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance committee, or assisting another school official 
in performing his or her tasks. A school official has a legitimate educational interest if the 
official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill his or her professional 
responsibility. [Optional] Upon request, the School discloses education records without 
consent to off icials of another school district in which a student seeks or intends to enroll. 
 
[NOTE: FERPA requires a school district to make a reasonable attempt to notify the parent or eligible 
student of the records request unless it states in its annual notification that it intends to forward records 
on request.] 

4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged 
failures by the School to comply with the requirements of FERPA. Contact: 

 

Fa m i ly  Po l i c y  C o m p l ia n c e  O f f i c e  Fa m i ly  Po l i c y  C o m p l ia n c e  O f f i c e    

U.S. De p a rtm e n t  o f Ed u c a t i o nU.S. De p a rtm e n t  o f Ed u c a t i o n   

400 Ma ry la n d  A ve nu e , SW400 Ma ry la n d  A ve nu e , SW  

Wa sh in g to n , DC 20202Wa sh in g to n , DC 20202-- 46054605  
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DDist ri to  Esc o la r Inist ri to  Esc o la r In d e p e nd ie n te  d e  Ho usto nd e p e nd ie n te  d e  Ho usto n  
No t i f ic a c i—n  d e  De re c ho s p a ra  la s Esc ue la s Prim a ria s y  Se c und a ria sNo t i f ic a c i—n  d e  De re c ho s p a ra  la s Esc ue la s Prim a ria s y  Se c und a ria s  

 
El acta de derecho a educaci—n y privacidad de la familia, Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA), otorga a los padres y estudiantes mayores de 18 a–os ("alumnos que califi can") ciertos 
derechos en referencia a la educaci—n del alumno.  
Estos derechos son: 
 
1. El derecho a inspeccionar y revisar los expedientes del alumno antes de cumplirse 45 d’as de 

haberlo solicitado a la escuela. Los padres - o alumnos que calif ican - deben presentar al director de 
la escuela [o al oficial escolar apropiado] una solicitud escrita que identifique los documentos que 
desean revisar. El funcionario escolar har‡ los arreglos necesarios para notifi car a los padres - o 
alumnos que califi can - sobre la fecha y el lugar donde podr‡n revisar los documentos en cuesti—n. 
 

2. El derecho a solicitar  que se enmienden los expedientes del estudiante que los padres - o alumnos 
que califi can - consideren incorrectos o se presten a ser mal entendidos. Los padres - o alumnos que 
califi can - pueden pedir a la escuela que enmiende un expediente que consideren incorrecto o se 
presta a ser mal entendido. Ellos deben pedir los cambios por escrito al director de la escuela [u 
oficial apropiado] e identificar claramente la secci—n del expediente que desean modificar y 
especifi car porquŽ es incorrecto o se presta a ser mal entendido. Si la escuela decide no enmendar el 
documento segœn lo solicitado por los padres o alumnos que califi can, deber‡ notifi carles su 
decisi—n e informarles que tienen el derecho a una audiencia imparcial en referencia a la solicitud 
de enmienda. Cuando se notifique a los padres - o estudiantes que cali fiquen - el derecho a una 
audiencia, tambiŽn recibir‡n la informaci—n adicional referente a dicho procedimiento. 
 

3. El derecho a dar consentimiento para entregar informaci—n personal contenida en los expedientes 
del estudiante, excepto en los casos que FERPA autoriza a dar informaci—n sin necesidad de 
consentimiento. Hay una excepci—n que se aplica cuando las autoridades escolares tienen intereses 
educativos leg’timos para que puedan tener acceso a cierta informaci—n sin previo consentimiento. 
Se consideran autoridades escolares a las personas empleadas por dicha instituci—n como 
empleados administrativos, supervisores, instructores o miembros del personal de servicios de 
apoyo (incluyendo servicios mŽdicos y de seguridad); una persona de la mesa directiva; una 
persona o compa–’a contratada por la escuela para brindar un servicio especial (como los abogados, 
consultores mŽdicos o terapeutas); o un padre o estudiante que sea ofi cial de un comitŽ, como los 
comitŽs disciplinarios, para presentar quejas o para asistir a otro oficial de la escuela para completar 
su tarea. Un oficial escolar tiene interŽs educativo leg’timo si necesita revisar un expediente 
estudiantil para poder cumplir sus responsabilidades profesionales. [Opcional] La escuela entrega 
expedientes educativos sin el consentimiento a los ofi ciales de otro distrito escolar que el alumno 
desea o intenta inscribirse. 
 

4. [NOTA: FERPA requiere que el distrito escolar haga un intento razonable de notifi car a los padres - 
o alumnos que califi can - cuando vaya a entregar informaci—n a un tercero a no ser que esto estŽ 
estipulado en la notifi caci—n anual que envi— a los padres o estudiantes que califi can.] 
 

5. El derecho a presentar una queja ante el Departamento de Educaci—n de los Estados Unidos de 
AmŽrica en referencia a la falta de cumplimiento por parte de la escuela de requisitos impuestos por  
FERPA. Si desea enviar una queja, el nombre y direcci—n de la oficina apropiada son: 

  

Fa m i ly  Po l i c y  C o m p l ia n c e  O ff i c e  Fa m i ly  Po l i c y  C o m p l ia n c e  O ff i c e    

U.S.  De p a rtm e n t o f Ed uc a t io nU.S.  De p a rtm e n t o f Ed uc a t io n   

400 M a ry la nd  A v e nue , SW400 M a ry la nd  A v e nue , SW  

Wa sh ing to n , DC 20202Wa sh ing to n , DC 20202-- 46054605   
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Ho usto n  Ind e p e nd e n t  Sc ho o l Dist ric tHo usto n  Ind e p e nd e n t  Sc ho o l Dist ric t   

Fa m ily  Ed uc a t iFa m ily  Ed uc a t i o na l Rig h ts a nd  Priva c y  A c t  ( FERPA )o na l Rig h ts a nd  Priva c y  A c t  ( FERPA )   

Ac c e ss to  Stud e n t  In fo rm a t io nAc c e ss to  Stud e n t  In fo rm a t io n   

  

Sc ho o l:________Sc ho o l:________DeDe Ba k e y  HSHPBa k e y  HSHP______________  Da te :_____  Da te :_____A ug ust  27,  2A ug ust  27,  2007007______  

  
The Houston Independent School District receives funds from the federal government under the No 
child Left Behind Act of 2001.  These funds are used in a variety of ways to provide additional help 
to students in greatest academic need.  The law also requires that districts receiving these funds 
must, upon request, provide to military recruiters, colleges and universities, access to the names, 
addresses and telephone listings of secondary students. 
 
“Certain information about district students is considered directory information and 
will be released to anyone who follows the procedures for requesting the information 
unless the parent or guardian objects to the release of the directory information about 
the student.  If you do not want the HISD to disclose directory information from your 
child’s education records without your prior written consent, you must notify the 
district in writing by November 30, 2007.  HISD has designated the following 
information as directory information:  Student’s Name, address, telephone listing, 
electronic mail address, photograph, degrees, honors and awards received, date and 
place of birth, major field of study, dates of attendance, grade level, most recent 
educational institution attended, and participation in officially recognized activities 
and sports, and the weight and height of members of athletic teams.” 
 
It is important for you to know that a secondary school student or his/her parent or guardian may 
request that the studentÕs name, address, and telephone number not be released by HISD without 
prior written parental consent.  If you would like to make such a request, please complete the 
following and return it to your childÕs school. 
 
Parent or Guardian:  Please complete this section and return the entire form to your 
child’s school.  Use a separate form for each child. 
 
Military Recruiters (please check one): 

!  Do not release my secondary studentÕs information to military recruiters at any time. 

!  Do not release my secondary studentÕs information to military recruiters until you have 
first obtained my prior written parental consent before doing so. 

 
Colleges, Universities, or Institutions of Higher Learning (please check one): 

!  Do not release my secondary studentÕs information to Colleges, Universities, or Institutions 
of Higher Learning at any time. 

!  Do not release my secondary studentÕs information to Colleges, Universities, or Institutions 
of Higher Learning until you have first obtained my prior written parental consent before 
doing so. 

Name of Student:    Name of Parent:      

Parent/or Adult Student Signature         
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Dist ri to  Esc o la r Ind e p e nd ie n te  d e  Ho usto nDist ri to  Esc o la r Ind e p e nd ie n te  d e  Ho usto n   

Ac ta  d e  De re c ho  a  la  Ed uAc ta  d e  De re c ho  a  la  Ed u c a c i—n  y  la  Priva c id a d  d e  la  Fa m il ia   c a c i—n  y  la  Priva c id a d  d e  la  Fa m il ia     

(( Ed uc a t io na l Rig h ts a nd  Priva c y  A c t  Ed uc a t io na l Rig h ts a nd  Priva c y  A c t  --   FERPA )FERPA )   

Ac c e so  a  la  In fo rm a c i—n d e  lo s A lum no s Ac c e so  a  la  In fo rm a c i—n d e  lo s A lum no s   

  

Esc ue la :___________Esc ue la :___________De Ba k e y  HSHPDe Ba k e y  HSHP_____________________ ___________ 

Fe c ha :_____Fe c ha :_____27/ 08/ 200727/ 08/ 2007________________  

  
El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Houston recibe fondos del gobierno federal gracias a la Ley de 
Igualdad de Oportunidades Educativas del 2001 (No child Left Behind Act).  Estos fondos se usan de 
muchas maneras para proporcionar ayuda adicional a los estudiantes con mayores necesidades 
acadŽmicas.  La ley tambiŽn exige que los distritos escolares que reciben estos fondos permitan 
acceso a las listas de nombres, telŽfonos y direcciones de los alumnos de secundaria, cuando sean 
solicitados por los reclutadores militares y los de las universidades o colegios universitarios. 
 
“Hay cierta información acerca de los estudiantes del Distrito que se considera 
accesible para publicarla en el directorio escolar. Estos datos pueden ser compartidos 
con cualquier persona que cumpla con los procedimientos exigidos para obtenerlos, a 
menos que los padres o tutores legales expresen objeciones a la divulgación de la 
información de sus hijos. Si usted no desea que HISD publique en el directorio la 
información obtenida de los expedientes educativos de su hijo sin su previo 
consentimiento por escrito, deberá notificar al Distrito antes del 30 de noviembre de 
2007. HISD ha decidido que pueden publicarse en el directorio los siguientes tipos de 
información de los estudiantes: nombre, dirección del domicilio, teléfono, dirección de 
correo electrónico, fotografía, títulos de estudios, honores y premios recibidos, fecha y 
lugar de nacimiento, materias en que se está especializando, fechas de asistencia a la 
escuela, grado que cursa, nombre de la última escuela donde estudió, su participación 
en actividades oficialmente reconocidas y deportes, el peso y la estatura de los 
participantes de los equipos atléticos.” 
 
Es importante que sepan que los alumnos de secundaria y sus padres o tutores legales pueden 
solicitar que HISD no revele el nombre, direcci—n y nœmero de telŽfono sin tener previamente una 
autorizaci—n por escrito de los padres. Si desea hacer esta solicitud, le agradecemos que complete el 
formulario que aparece a continuaci—n y lo env’en a la escuela de su hijo.  
 
Estimados padres o tutores legales: Les agradecemos que llenen la siguiente sección y 
devuelvan la página completa a la escuela de su hijo. Completen un formulario por cada 
estudiante. 
 
Reclutadores Militares (por favor marque una): 

!  No revelen a los reclutadores militares, en ningœn momento, la informaci—n de mi hijo que 
estudia en la secundaria. 

!  No revelen la informaci—n de mi hijo que estudia en la secundaria a los reclutadores 
militares, hasta que obtengan un consentimiento escrito de mi parte, como padre del 
alumno. 
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Universidades, colegios universitarios u otras instituciones de estudios superiores (por favor 
marque una): 

!  No revelen a los reclutadores de universidades, colegios universitarios u otras instituciones 
de estudios superiores, en ningœn momento, la informaci—n de mi hijo que estudia en la 
secundaria. 

!  No revelen la informaci—n de mi hijo que estudia en la secundaria a los reclutadores 
universidades, colegios universitarios u otras instituciones de estudios superiores, hasta que 
obtengan un consentimiento escrito de mi parte, como padre del alumno. 

Nombre del Alumno: _____________________ Nombre del Padre:__________________________ 

Firma del padre o estudiante adulto ___________________________________________________ 
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Ho usto n  Ind e p e nd e n t  Sc ho o l Dist ric tHo usto n  Ind e p e nd e n t  Sc ho o l Dist ric t  
McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Act 

Parental Notification  
NCLB Act 115(b)(2)(E) 

 
The federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Improvements Act and Texas state law (Texas 
Education Code Chapter 25) protect the rights of homeless children and youth to receive a free and 
appropriate public education.  Nearly everyone in Texas who is between the ages of 5 and 21 on 
September 1st of the school year and has not been expelled has the right to attend school. 
 
The federal McKinney-Vento Act and Texas state law guarantee that you can enroll in school if you 
live: 

• in a shelter (family shelter, domestic violence shelter, youth shelter or transitional 
living program); 

• in a motel, hotel, or weekly-rate housing; 
• in a house or apartment with more than one family because of financial hardship 

or loss 
• in an abandoned building, a car, at a campground, or on the street; 
• in temporary foster care or with an adult who is not your parent or legal guardian; 
• in substandard housing (no electricity, no water, and/or no heat); or 
• with friends or family because you are a runaway or unaccompanied youth. 

 
Furthermore, if you live in one of the above situations, your student has a right to:   

• Enroll and attend school without proof of residency. 
• Enroll and attend classes while the school arranges for immunization records, TB skin 

test result, school records, legal guardianship papers, or any other documents required for 
enrollment. 

• Continue to attend the school in which the student was last enrolled, even if  you have 
moved away from that schoolÕs attendance zone or district. 

• Receive transportation from your current residence to the school the student last attended. 
• Enroll and attend classes even while the school and you seek to resolve a dispute over 

enrolling your student. 
• Receive free and reduced-price lunch and other district food programs. 
• Participate fully in all school activities and programs for which the student is eligible 

without regards to the studentÕs housing accommodations.  
 

Finally, in accordance with Section 1115(b)(2)(E) of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, the 
District provides Title I, Part A services to any student who is homeless and attending any school 
served by the District, regardless of whether or not the school is an eligible Title I, Part A school. 
Your student has a right to receive services in the same manner as does other students on the 
campus.  
 
If you have any questions about enrolling in school or need assistance with enrolling in school, 
contact the district liaison, Connie Thompson at 713-556-7019.  If you have any questions about 
receiving Title I, Part A services at the local campus, contact the supervisor for the Title I, Part A 
Parental Involvement Program at 713-556-6928. 
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Distrito Escolar Independiente de Houston 
Acta de Educación de los Niños sin Vivienda de McKinneyActa de Educación de los Niños sin Vivienda de McKinney --Vento Vento   

Noti ficación a los padresNoti ficación a los padres   
NCLB Act 115(b) (2) (E)NCLB Act 115(b) (2) (E)   

 

La ley federal Acta de Educaci—n de los Ni–os sin Vivienda de McKinney-Vento ( (McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Education Improvements Act) y el Cap’tulo 25 del C—digo de Educaci—n del Estado de 
Texas (Texas Education Code) protegen los derechos de los ni–os y j—venes sin vivienda de recibir 
educaci—n pœblica y gratuita.  Casi todos los j—venes de Texas entre las edades de 5 y 21 a–os 
cumplidos antes del 1 de septiembre del a–o escolar y que no hayan sido expulsados de las escuelas, 
tienen derecho a asistir a las escuelas. 
 

La ley federal McKinney-Vento  y la ley del Estado de Texas garantizan que una persona puede 
inscribirse en la escuela si vive bajo las siguientes condiciones: 
° En un refugio temporal o de emergencia (refugio familiar, de protecci—n contra la violencia 

domŽstica o para j—venes y programas residenciales de transici—n). 
° En un motel, hotel o vivienda que paga renta semanalmente.  
° En una casa o apartamento ocupados por m‡s de una familia debido a dif icultades 

econ—micas o pŽrdida de la propia vivienda. 
° En un edificio abandonado, un autom—vil, un parque o en la calle. 
° En una casa que no cumple con los requisitos de habitabilidad porque carece de electricidad, 

agua o aire acondicionado y calefacci—n. 
° En casa de amigos o amistades porque es un joven que huy— del hogar o est‡ solo. 

 

Adem‡s, si ustedes viven bajo alguna de las condiciones mencionadas anteriormente, sus hijos 
tienen derecho de: 
° Ser inscritos y asistir a la escuela sin mostrar prueba de residencia. 
° Asistir a clases mientras la escuela hace arreglos para obtener los comprobantes de 

inmunizaci—n, resultados de la prueba dŽrmica de tuberculosis, archivos escolares, documentos 
de tutor’a legal o cualquier otra documentaci—n requerida para inscribirse. 

° Continuar asistiendo a la escuela donde estaban inscritos, aunque se hayan mudado fuera de la 
zona correspondiente a dicho plantel o distrito escolar. 

° Recibir servicios de transporte de ida y vuelta del lugar donde est‡n viviendo a la escuela 
donde estudiaban. 

° Matricularse y asistir a clases, mientras los padres y la escuela resuelven cualquier disputa 
sobre la inscripci—n del ni–o. 

° Recibir comidas gratuitas o a precio reducido y participar en cualquier otro programa de 
alimentaci—n del distrito escolar. 

° Participar en todas las actividades y programas escolares para los cuales califican, sin tomar en 
cuenta sus condiciones de vivienda. 

 

Finalmente, de acuerdo con la Secci—n 1115(b) (2) (E) de la Ley de Igualdad de Oportunidades 
Educativas del 2001 (No Child Left Behind Act), el Distrito proveer‡ servicios de T’tulo I, Parte A a 
cualquier alumno que no tenga vivienda y asista a cualquier escuela asociada con el Distrito, sin 
importar si la escuela califica para participar en los programas de T’tulo I Parte A. Su hijo tiene 
derecho a recibir servicios de la misma manera que los otros alumnos del centro educativo adonde 
asiste.  
 

Si tiene alguna pregunta acerca de la inscripci—n en la escuela o necesita asistencia para 
matricularlo, p—ngase en contacto con la persona encargada para este distrito escolar, la Sra. Connie 
Thompson, llam‡ndola al 713-556-7019. Si desea saber c—mo recibir servicios de T’tulo I, Parte A 



 

en una escuela local, comun’quese con el supervisor de ese Programa de Participaci—n de los Padres 
T’tulo I, Parte A (Parental Involvement Program) llamando al 713-556-6928. 
 
 
 

Michael E. DeBakey High School for Health Professions 
Course Descriptions 

2007-2008 
 
 

English Language Arts 
 

English I-II 
In English I and II, students have learning experiences in speaking, listening, writing and reading 
through the study of literature themes.  The courses may be organized to integrate these four areas 
simultaneously or focus on one, with activities in the other areas supporting the major focus.  
Whatever the arrangement, a balance is maintained among components so that students receive 
instruction in each area through compositions, discussions, projects, and dramatics. 
 
English I Pre-AP 
In English I Pre-AP, students have learning experiences in how to write the multi-paragraph essay 
using formatted writing. Grammar, usage, capitalization and punctuation skills are refined in 
preparation for the kind of critical thinking, writing and reading skills required for upper-level AP 
classes. Since students begin Pre-AP English I during the second semester of their freshman year, 
every effort is made to strengthen and acclimate students to the rigorous DeBakey High School for 
Health Professions learning environment. In addition to college preparatory work, vocabulary 
building and practice for the PSAT, students also read widely in a variety of texts to improve their 
skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening. 
 
English II Pre-AP 
In English II Pre-AP, students are exposed more often to College Board generated timed writings 
and begin to learn Advanced Placement vocabulary. They become familiar with how to analyze 
language, how to unpack metaphors, how to critically evaluate punctuation and its relationship to 
tone. Students learn to create their own imagery with descriptive language and refine their ability to 
detect the nuances of tone and voice. As in English I and II, teachers balance their curriculum so that 
students receive instruction through compositions, discussions, oral reports, group projects and 
dramatic interpretations. 
 
English III 
This course presents students with the scope and diversity of American literature, both fiction and 
nonfiction, past and present.  Students explore American literature as a reflection of human 
experiences, values, and emotions through the study of the changes in American history and the 
culture in which American authors lived and worked.  Throughout the English III course, genres are 
addressed in common themes and characteristics found in the literary works of American authors.  
Students synthesize the American experience through compositions, discussions, projects, and 
dramatics. 
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English Advanced Placement Language and Composition 
A college-level course which students take during the junior year, this class focuses on writers in 
American literature. Students write argumentative, descriptive, narrative, expository, and analytic 
papers designed to help them become critical thinkers, readers and writers in preparation for the 
College Board's AP Language and Composition test, which is taken at the end of their junior year. 
Depending on the college a student chooses to attend, he or she will earn three to six hours of credit 
in English, if the test is passed with a score of "3" or higher, with the highest attainable score being a 
"5." Students are given ample practice in class and generous feedback on their writing; however, 
because this is an intensive course with a large reading component which must be done outside of 
class, students are strongly encouraged to evaluate their decision to take this course and make a 
serious commitment to self-discipline and rigor. Students begin this course writing formulaic 
papers, but before the end of the second semester, they should be able to weave concrete detail and 
commentary in such a way that the f low of their papers is natural and seamless. 
 
English IV 
The study of British literature for this course is based on the tradition of a historical survey of 
British literature.  Students study the literary works of major British authors while focusing on the 
time and the culture, in which these authors lived and wrote.  Major literary periods are explored 
through universal literary themes and common characteristics in the works of the authors.  Students 
synthesize the British experience through compositions, discussions, projects, and dramatics. 
 
English Advanced Placement Literature and Composition 
A college-level course taken during the senior year, this class extends the skills students learned in 
AP Language and Composition. The focus is on British literature, literary analysis, intensive reading 
and writing. Students are given ample practice in class and generous feedback on their writing; 
however, because this is an intensive course with a large reading component which must be done 
outside of class, students are strongly encouraged to evaluate their decision to take this course and 
make a serious commitment to self-discipline and rigor. Senior AP English students are expected to 
have refined their writing during the junior year so that they can now focus on serious research and 
literary criticism. Again, students must pass the test with a score of "3" or higher, but should be 
aware that if they have already earned six hours for their junior-level course, they will most likely 
not receive additional college credit for AP Literature. This course does fulfill the state and district 
requirement for the fourth year of high school English. Students are strongly encouraged to take the 
course if their plans include a field of study or profession where lucid writing, philosophy, and the 
connection between the Humanities and Medicine are stressed. 
 
Practical Writing Skills; Study Skills 
Practical Writing Skills focuses on practical tasks such as writing business letters, inquiries, and 
requests; developing applications, resumes, and order forms; and taking notes.  Students deepen 
their knowledge of the writing process as they practice a simple, grammatically correct style 
intended for a specif ic purpose.  Those who have underdeveloped language arts skills are provided 
spelling and/or vocabulary development. 
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Yearbook 
The production of the schoolÕs yearbook is the focus of this course.  Students develop and manage 
staff, study the history of yearbooks, plan the book with a ladder diagram, market and advertise the 
book.  Students get hands-on journalistic experience with theme development, coverage, layout 
design, copy writing, interviewing, photography, cropping, captioning, typography, editing and 
proofreading.  Students produce the book with the use of desktop publishing software, a yearbook 
template, and various clip art programs. 
 
Communication Applications 
Communication Applications focuses on helping students develop effective communication skills 
that are needed for successful participation in professional and social life.  Students will be expected 
to identify, analyze, develop, and evaluate communication skills needed for professional and social 
success in interpersonal situations, group interactions, and personal and professional presentations.   
 
SAT Prep (Advanced Reading) 
The SAT Prep course provides students with strategies for taking the SAT verbal test and 
formulating academic goals.  Students enhance their vocabulary by learning new words and 
approaches for distinguishing meaning through content.  Reading practices includes a variety of 
selections from the humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences with questions testing the 
studentÕs understanding of the facts, assumptions and inferences from this reading material .  
Classroom exercises entail practice in taking standardized language exams.  In order to reduce test 
anxiety, students acquire knowledge of the test format and scoring methodology. 
 

Mathematics 
 
Algebra I and Algebra 1 Pre-Advanced Placement 
This course provides the foundation for higher level mathematics by examining the structures of the 
real number system, the application of algebraic representation in problem solving, and the use of 
graphing and technology to interpret linear relations and functions. 
 
Geometry, Geometry Pre-Advanced Placement 
This course provides the foundation for higher level mathematics through the study of axiomatic 
systems and the concepts and properties associated with lines, planes, and three-dimensional figures. 
 
Algebra II, Algebra II Pre-Advanced Placement 
This course provides the foundation for higher-level mathematics by examining the development of 
mathematical structures and the use of graphing and technology to solve and apply quadratic 
functions and relations. 
 
Pre-calculus, Pre-calculus Pre-Advanced Placement 
This course provides the foundation for calculus by examining the real number system and 
polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, circular, and trigonometric functions, their properties 
and applications. 
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Advanced Placement Calculus, AB and BC 
This course provides the opportunity for students to use algebraic, trigonometric, exponential, and 
logarithmic function and explore concepts associated with limit and derivatives of a function and 
concepts associated with integrals and techniques of integration. 
 
AP Statistics 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, 
analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data.  Students are exposed to four broad conceptual 
themes: exploring data, planning a study, anticipating patterns, and statistical inference.   

 
 

Science 
 
Biology, Biology Pre-Advanced Placement 
Biology is the study of the structure, growth, and function of life systems of selected organisms.  
This laboratory-oriented course will encompass historical contributions to biological concepts; 
energy production, transfer, and use in living system; and the interrelatedness of organisms with 
each other and with environments. 
 
Students acquire data using their senses and instrumentation.  Observations are made of living 
organisms in the environment, prepared specimens, various ecosystems, and inherited traits.  Student 
investigations emphasize accurate observations, collection of data, data analysis, and the safe 
manipulation of laboratory apparatus and materials in the field and the laboratory. 
 
Advanced Placement Biology 
Biology AP is the study of general biological principles as well as the more specialized biological 
sciences.  Cytology, biochemistry, developmental biology, genetics, ecology, taxonomy, and various 
aspects of adaptation are integrated within this laboratory-oriented course.  Relationship and 
applications of concepts within and among the various sciences are explored.  As an advanced 
course, Biology AP has as recommended prerequisites Biology and Chemistry I.  Biology AP and 
Chemistry may be taken concurrently.   
 
Students acquire data by using their senses and instrumentation.  Student investigations should 
emphasize accurate observations, collection of data, data analysis, and the safe manipulation of 
laboratory apparatus and materials in the laboratory and field. 
 
Integrated Physics &  Chemistry; Integrated Physics & Chemistry Pre-Advanced Placement 
Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC) is designed to introduce ninth grade students to the basic 
concepts of chemistry and physics.  Students begin by learning the metric system and how to convert 
units within the metric system.  The students learn to distinguish between physical and chemical 
properties and changes.  Subatomic particles, the formulation of compounds and balancing equations 
are part of the introduction to chemistry.  Concepts involving motion, forces, energy and power are 
investigated with an emphasis on the mathematical relationships between the hands-on manipulation 
of a variety of simple machines is central to the investigation of concepts of physics. 
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Chemistry; Chemistry Pre-Advanced Placement 
Chemistry is the study of the structure, composition, and behavior of matter.  The course of study 
emphasizes the investigation of matter, its interaction, and the factors affecting the interactions.  
Chemistry is a laboratory-oriented course that stresses the observation of matter and its behavior, 
classification of matter, communication of data, measurement of chemical quantities, prediction of  
chemical phenomena, and manipulation of chemical investigations.  Students acquire data by using 
their senses and instrumentation. The investigations emphasize accurate observations, collection of 
data, data analysis, and the safe manipulation of laboratory apparatus and materials. 
 
Advanced Placement Chemistry 
Advanced Placement Chemistry is an in-depth study of chemical concepts and principles 
encountered in Chemistry.  This laboratory-oriented course also integrates the specialized areas of 
chemistry such as organic chemistry, quantitative and qualitative analysis, and nuclear chemistry.  
AP Chemistry is an advanced course with recommended prerequisites of Chemistry and Physics; the 
latter may be taken concurrently with AP Chemistry.  AP Chemistry may be offered as a regular 
course, an honors course, or may be taken for advanced placement.  Student investigations 
emphasize accurate observations, collection of data, data analysis, and the safe manipulation of 
laboratory apparatus and materials. 
 
The laboratory program in AP Chemistry should present both confirmatory activities and inquiry 
investigations.  The student should have experiences in glassworking, filtrating, titrating, weighing, 
collecting and handling gases, selecting and arranging apparatus, and designing some experiments.  
Through laboratory experiences, students should gain an operational definition of the concepts and 
principles of chemistry.  Some of the laboratory work should include the analysis of unknowns 
through a variety of laboratory procedures. 
 
Physics; Physics Pre-Advanced Placement 
Physics is the study of matter and energy and their interactions.  Students are introduced in this 
laboratory-oriented course to mechanics, light, sound, heat, electricity, magnetism, and nuclear 
phenomena.  Students acquire information using the senses and instrumentation.  Observations of the 
laws of force and motion, the nature of light, wave phenomena, and properties of electricity and 
magnetism are integral components of the course.  Student investigations emphasize accurate 
observations, collection of data, analysis of data, and the safe manipulation of laboratory apparatus 
and materials. 
 
Advanced Placement Physics 
AP Physics is an in-depth of physical concepts and principles encountered in Physics.  It also 
integrates some of the more specialized areas of physics such as nuclear and modern physics.  AP 
Physics is a laboratory-oriented course with laboratory investigations conducted in mechanics, 
optics, heat, electricity, magnetism, radiation, atomic structure, and nuclear phenomena.  Students 
acquire information using the senses and instrumentation.  As an advanced course, AP Physics has 
recommended prerequisites of Physics and Chemistry; the latter may be taken concurrently with AP 
Physics.  
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Scientific Research and Design 
The Scientific Research and Design course at DeBakey High School for Health Professions provides 
students in their senior year with the opportunity to conduct an original science research project. The 
course is an outreach program currently with Baylor College of Medicine, aimed at pairing students 
with mentor researchers in the Texas Medical Center.  Students will be introduced to the reading and 
critiquing of scientific literature, will obtain hands-on experience learning basic experimental  
methods in a research laboratory, collecting and analyzing data, while working on an original 
research project.  Students present their research to a panel of experts at the end of the year, learning 
and using professional presentation methods such as PowerPoint graphics.  They must also prepare a 
written presentation prior to the oral presentation, both of which are used in determining their course 
grade.  The course fulfills two advanced measures towards the Distinguished Achievement Program.  
Students interested in the course should have a good chemistry background, be interested in research 
as a possible career, and be extremely self-motivated. 
 
 

Social Studies 
 
Sociology 
Sociology provides an opportunity for systematic study of individuals, groups, and social  
institutions.  Content includes concepts such as social stratification and mobility; cultural conflict, 
change, and contact; the structure and function of social institutions; and the role of mores, 
traditions, and folkways in a society. 
 
Psychology 
This course gives students the opportunity to study individual and group psychology.  Students learn 
how the knowledge, methods, and theories of psychologists are applied to analyzing human 
behavior.  Course content is organized to help students develop critical attitudes toward superf icial 
generalizations about human behavior, to recognize the tentativeness of propositions about human 
behavior, and to achieve a better understanding of behavior in general. 
 
Economics with Emphasis on the Free Enterprise System and its Benefits 
The course provides opportunities for students to study basic principles concerning production, 
consumption, and distribution of goods and services.  Content builds an understanding of the 
essential components and benefits of the free enterprise system.  Students study such concepts as 
scarcity, economic interdependence, the market system, prices, economic stability, and growth.  
They examine the role of government in the American economic system and explore selected aspects 
of international economic systems. 
The course gives students insights into the techniques and tools used by economists in analyzing 
data.  Students are also provided opportunities to acquire competencies and knowledge of practical  
economic functions.  This course is the culmination of the economic content, concepts, and 
methodology students studied in the elementary grades and in required secondary courses. 
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Advanced Placement Macroeconomics 
The purpose of this course is to give students a thorough understanding of the principles of 
economics that apply to an economic system as a whole.  This course places particular emphasis on 
the study of national income and price determination, and also develops studentsÕ familiarity with 
economic performance measures, economic growth, and international economics. 
 
World Geography Studies; World Geography Pre-Advanced Placement 
World Geography studies provide students the opportunity to study the interaction of people and 
their physical environments in the major areas of the world.  Content introduces the student to the 
world geographers, their unique vocabulary, tools, and methodologies.  Student acquire an 
understanding of the physical setting of the Earth, locate and study different land forms and regions 
of the world, learn how people and geography impact each other, and are introduced to urban 
analysis.  Content offers students the opportunity to put into practice the geographical concepts and 
skills they have accumulated throughout the social studies program beginning in the elementary 
grades and in the Texas and United States history courses. 
 
World History and Advanced Placement World History 
This course includes further study of the history and development of world cultures that students 
encountered throughout the elementary grades and earlier secondary social studies courses.  Content 
includes the development of early civilizations, western civilization, and other world regions from 
their early days to the present. 
 
This course provides students the opportunity to compare and analyze various ways of life and 
cultural patterns that reflect the diversity and commonality of human experiences and the 
understanding of how these patterns occur.  Geographic influence on world history is a part of the 
study. 
 
Note:  Because of the broad scope of this course and its limitation to one year of study, teachers 
should consider carefully what topics should be studied in greater depth.  They may also consider a 
restructuring of the essential elements and sub elements around broad movements or themes such as 
the rise of nationalism or cultural conflict and change with the understanding that none of the 
elements can be omitted or deleted. 
 
United States History and Advanced Placement United States History 
Content for the second year of study of United States history includes significant individuals, issues, 
and events after the period of Reconstruction to the present.  The course continues the focus from 
Grade 8 on the history, geography, and political and economic growth of the nation.  It also 
continues the theme of cultural pluralism as a characteristic of American society, past and present. 
 
Students study the emergence of the United States as a world power.  They learn how geography 
influences historical developments, analyze economic development and growth, understand the 
nationÕs social and cultural developments, and study the political development of the United States 
from Reconstruction to the present. 
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This course is also designed to continue and expand social studies skills and processes started in the 
elementary social studies program. 
 
Whenever appropriate, content should include primary and secondary sources such as diaries, letters, 
newspapers, public laws, decrees, and documents to provide a comprehensive study of the historical, 
economic, social, and political development of the United States. 
 
United States Government and Advanced Placement United States Government 
This course provides an opportunity to study in depth the foundation of the United States political 
system; to analyze the political institutions, processes, and values of the system; to trace the 
development of the United States governmental system; and to analyze the structure and functions of 
government on local, state, and federal levels. 
 
Students put into practice the concepts they learned about responsibilities on the personal, social and 
civic levels.  They also analyze the institutions and processes of local, state, national, and other 
political systems.  The content builds upon knowledge gained in elementary grades and in earlier 
secondary social studies courses and focuses on an analysis of historic documents associated with 
the political development of the United States and on studentsÕ participation and decision making in 
civic affairs. 
 

Foreign Language 
 
Modern Languages, Level I-III 
Oral proficiency is the basis for all modern foreign languages, Spanish, French, German, and Italian.  
Each modern language course emphasizes listening, speaking, reading, writing, study of the culture, 
and basic language concepts.  Students in Level I courses learn and produce words and phrases 
needed for real-world situations.  Students in subsequent courses, Levels II and III, use the 
knowledge obtained in Level I to listen, speak, write and read the target language at increasing levels 
of proficiency. 
 
Modern Languages IV-V 
Modern languages, Levels IV and V, are advanced courses.  Listening, speaking, reading, writing, 
study of the culture, and language concepts are maintained as the focal point for each modern 
language.  These courses also emphasize literary works in the target language.  Students must 
demonstrate oral proficiency in the classroom and in the community. 

 
Physical Education I-IV 

 
Physical Education at the high school level provides an opportunity for students to experience 
lifetime sports activities that promote the concept of f itness for life.  Instructional units focus on 
basic conditioning, appraisal of individual f itness levels, as well as recreational, team and individual 
activities.  The ultimate goal of this program is to empower students to understand that total f itness is 
an individual responsibility.  Through participation in a variety of activities, students are encouraged 
to examine their individual needs to maintain a desired level of fitness. 
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As a graduation requirement, instruction is provided on a daily basis with a three-semester time 
frame. 

 
Computing 

 
Business Computer Information Systems 
Business Computer Information Systems introduces basic concepts and provides hands-on skills 
related to microcomputer systems and applications. 
 
Computer Science I (Inactive) 
This course emphasizes programming principles, style, and a structured approach to program 
development.  The goal is to bring the student as quickly as possible to the stage of writing and 
testing complete programs in a systematic manner.  The course covers integer and Boolean data 
types, input and output, and the basic control structures of sequencing, selection and repetition. 
 
Web Mastering 
Web Mastering provides the tools to communicate information in different formats and to diverse 
audiences.  Through the study of web mastering foundations, including technology-related terms, 
concepts, and data input strategies, students learn to make informed decisions about technologies 
and their applications.  The eff icient acquisition of information includes the identification of task 
requirements; the plan for using search strategies, and the use of technology to access, analyze, and 
evaluate the acquired information. 

 
Fine Arts: Art 

 
Art I 
The f irst year of high school art is a basic course that provides a foundation for those that follow.  
The course is primarily devoted to deliberate and systematic presentations of various art processes.  
The approach to art experiences during this time is experimental in terms of materials and structures 
in terms of providing students a strong foundation in design, drawing, and vocabulary.  The student 
electing art from Grade 9 and above must begin with Art 1. 
 
Art II 
The second year of art continues as a basic course, providing a foundation for others that follow.  
The course is devoted primarily to the conscious and systematic presentation of various art 
processes, procedures, theories, and historical developments.  While the approach to art experiences 
during this time is experimental in terms of materials, it is still structured in terms of providing a 
strong foundation in design, drawing, painting, and vocabulary. 
 
Advanced Placement Studio Art  
The Advanced Placement Studio Art program enables highly motivated students to perform at 
college level while still in high school.  The College Board offers three portfolios: 
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2-D Design, 3-D Design, and Drawing    Students may submit portfolios for each course, but not 
within the same year.  The AP Portfolio should be viewed as the culminating experience in a 
student's secondary visual arts training.  The AP Portfolio is described below: 
 
Each portfolio requires submissions in three distinct sections.  The sections are designed to assess 
different aspects of student performance.  The sections require the student to demonstrate quality, 
breadth, and in-depth engagement in the process of making art.  The three sections of each portfolio 
are: 
 
Section I: Quality - The development of a sense of excellence in art; (5 artworks) 
Section II : Concentration - An in-depth commitment to a particular artistic concern (12 
artworks) 
Section III :   Breadth - A variety of experiences in the formal, technical, and expressive means 
available to an artist. (12 artworks) 
 
Pre-Requisite:  Art 1 (complete year) 
 
 
Pre-AP Studio Art 
Pre - AP Studio Art classes enable the High School sophomore and  
junior students to prepare for AP - Studio Art classes, although the student can go to AP - Studio Art 
classes without Pre-AP being a requisite.  The areas of study will be the same as AP Studio Art, but 
the course load is not as intense.  Students will be expected to complete 8 art works in each of three 
sections: 
 
Section I:  Quality (2-3 artworks) 
Section II : Concentration (8 art works) 
Section III : Breadth (8 art works) 
 
Pre-AP Studio art enables the student to spread the work load for the portfolio review out over a 
period of two years, the f irst year building up to the culmination of the presentation of the portfolio 
to the College Board at the beginning of May in any given year.   
 
Prerequisite for Pre-AP Studio Art is one year of Art I.   
 
 

Fine Arts: Music 
 
Choral Music I-IV 
The courses support continuing development of vocal music skills and musical understanding begun 
in the elementary and/or middle school grades.  Although listed as four separate courses, Choral 
Music may be taught as a combination of the courses on a concurrent basis.  In these classes, 
students receive identical instruction and perform the same literature but receive credit for the course 
in which they are enrolled.  Differentiation is made in performance expectations as the students 
progress in the continuum of development represented in these four courses. 
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Fine Arts: Theatre Productions 
 
Theatre 
This course focuses on helping students, through a variety of theatrical experiences, communicate in 
a dramatic form, make artistic choices, solve problems, build positive self-concepts, and relate 
interpersonally.   
 
 

Advanced Placement Program 
 
 Biology Physics 
 Chemistry U.S. Government 
 English Literature and Language U.S. History 
 Calculus AB/Calculus BC Spanish Language 
 Macroeconomics French Language 
                              Statistics     Art,StudioDesign 
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Health Science Course Descriptions 
 

Ninth Grade Introduction to Health Science Technology  
 
Introduction to Health Science Technology exposes the student to the health care system through an 
investigation of the history of medicine, medical ethics, and preventive medicine, while providing 
activities in career planning and the development of life skills.  By studying the historical context 
from which current medical practice evolved, the student develops an appreciation and 
understanding of technical advances and the human dimension in the biomedical field.  The student 
is taught to view the health care system as a consumer and a potential health care professional. 
 
Tenth Grade Health Science Technology I 
 
Health Science Technology I familiarizes the student with the multitude of careers in the health care 
system.  Students receive instruction in anatomy, physiology, medical terminology, recognition of 
vital signs, and the administration of f irst aid and cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 
 
Eleventh Grade Health Science Technology II 
 
Health Science Technology II allows students to explore and practice a diversity of health care 
techniques through three units of study: patient care practicum, medical laboratory assisting, and 
dental assisting.  Each unit of study meets two periods daily for three successive months. 
 

 1. Patient Care Practicum 
  Students are introduced to health care principles and practices utilized in infection control, 

emergency care, first aid, and the care of a hospitalized patient.  Refinement of health care skills is 
accomplished through actual patient care in hospitals and clinics at a variety of Texas Medical 
Center facilities under the supervision of a licensed health care professional. 

 
 2. Medical Laboratory Assisting 
  Students are taught the basic techniques employed in hematology, clinical chemistry, 

bacteriology, parasitology, serology, and urinalysis.  The DHSHPÕs professionally equipped 
laboratories allow students to gain experience in the use of analytical balances, pipettes, 
colorimeters, pH meters, cellular particle counters, and the autoclave. 

 
 3. Dental Assisting 
  Students receive instruction in chair-side dental assisting, mixing of restorative materials, 

casting of inlays, crowns, and models of teeth, radiology theory and application, and knowledge of 
dental specialties. 
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Twelfth Grade  Health Science Technology III 
 

Health Occupations III exposes students to the health care system through three units of study:  
advanced health science, medical laboratory II, and the preceptorship.  Each unit of study meets tow 
periods daily for three successive months. 
 
1.  Advanced Health Science 
Through this two-hour course, students participate in advanced  physiology, histology, mycology, 
and microbiology.  Students are  involved in a thorough examination of the structure and function of   
human organs and tissue pathology.  Instruction includes skills  development in cat dissection, tissue 
preparation processing and  recognition, and microbe isolation and identification for examination. 
 
2.  Health Occupations Cluster 
For 12 weeks students are introduced to the exciting, demanding, fast paced careers of rehabilitation 
specialists in therapeutic and diagnostic healthcare.  Focusing predominantly on occupational 
therapy, physical therapy, and speech therapy, students spend their first 6 weeks in intense classroom 
instruction studying topics which include patient behavioral management; non-violent crisis 
intervention; common disabilities in rehabilitation; patient evaluation, assessment, and treatment; 
therapeutic exercises and activities; and medical documentation.  During the second 6 weeks, 
students career shadow licensed rehabilitation specialists for 3 to 4 days each as they perform their 
duties in medical facilities located in or near HoustonÕs Texas Medical Center.  Career shadowing 
experiences may include rotations in occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech therapy, 
recreational therapy, respiratory therapy, music therapy, radiology, social work, and/or pharmacy. 
 
3.  Preceptorship 
Students are exposed to 12 weeks of stimulating, challenging, and dynamic experiences in HoustonÕs 
world-renowned Texas Medical Center.  Many outstanding educational institutions are participating 
in this instructional endeavor, including:  Baylor College of Medicine, the University of Texas 
Health Science Center, the University of Texas Dental School, The Methodist Hospital, Texas 
ChildrenÕs Hospital, Ben Taub General Hospital, the University of Houston School of Optometry, 
and Texas Southern University School of Pharmacy.  Students assist in the selection of the medical 
site for health career exposure based on their medical or science interests. 
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